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[RISH  ASSASSIN.'^ 


Dark  was  the  niglit,  and  bleak  blow  tlie  wind,  as  t 
giiiltj  O'Doiiiiel,  the  montfon  \>f  whoso  name  instil 
dread  w^hfjrever  it  was  heard,  paced  to  and  fro  with' 
tious  steps  id}  the  frotit^ff^Jli  sitiji 


nous  steps  tae  troiiiijpjf  JIi  ||^^M|j^Jl-i|^  sitiji^ 
ill  ^ackville  street,  in  th6  city"  of  ifublin  :  a  death -Ji 
fiiioiice  prevailed,  and  uouglit  but  the  shrill  sigliingg 
th^  'gale  occurcd  to  interrupt  tlio  gloomy  broodiiigi 
his  Cinguislied  mind.  *' Approach  !  Appi'oach  he  cri 
in  a  voic|  2(  sinotligred  r^v^,  Jlious^ij-sped  viikiin,  whc 
blasted^Aachinations  have  for  ever  destroyed  the  f^ 
and  tlie  family  of  xaj  forefat]iei:^,.aud-Jef  tlj^t^Jast  exi.itJ 
branch  of  that  once  proud  and'  distinguished  clan  fiiif 
the  catalogue  of  his  crimes,  of  which  thou  liast  been  i 
primary  cause,  by  slieathing  liis  trusty  weapon  in  t 
blackened  heart,  in  which  has  been  engendered  all  the 
lieil-born  schemes  of  mischief  that  have  made  him 
wretch  lie  is !" 

At  that  moment,  a  pevion  whose  outward  appearaii 
bespoke  him  of  the  nntldling  order  of  life,  approach 
and  ran  quickly  up  the  few  stonp  steps  that  led  to^ 
iiall-door,  before  which  O'Ponnel  liad  been  anxioy 
watchino;.    lie  had  lifted  his  haikl  to  the  knocker,  41 


was  about  to  give  the  acjcu^tomed  rap,  when  he 
seized  by  the  sinewy  arm  of  O'Donnel,  wlio  instajS 
plunged  a  poignard  \|nto  hia  side,  and. exclaimed  w 
sayago  exultation  :  •iliat,  to  tliy  heart,  thou  fiend 
hell;  and  by  this,"  i-epeating  his  thrirsts,  be  the  mai 
of  murdered  innocence  aj)peascd  !  '*  A  hollow  groan  1 
the  only  sound  tliat  escaped  tlie  stranger,  \yho  fell  se^ 
less  against  the  railnigs.  O'Donnel  contemplated! 
dreadful  wojtk  for  a  few  moments  with  a  stda'dy  gaM 
and  tlion  directing  his  impious  eyes  towarcU  hcaveu^ 


1 


;;irnpd  thank^for.  the  opportuiigj  §'iveii  liir\i  of  perpe- 
.  ating  tl^e  fiW^    ieeA.'   The  sotiiid  bf  toides  ^ithiff'Qfb 
%se  nonfilled  his  guilty  bosoiri  with  alarm,  andr^^^itli 
ie  swiftness  of  liA'hti^in^,  ho  flew  tdfei'ds.th^  "cfetot^ 

j  Towards  tlib  lattij'^fen^'tJf^  tt  stm^itfcf  8f  tf  93roiir 
feo  arrived  at  liis  ^ig^iteenth  year,  a  season  when  th^ 
ilijsart  of  youtli  Is: 'most  susceptible  bt  thq  softer  impr6S- 
diOns.  As  he  was  riding  one  evening  at  this  perio^, 
lafiTougli  the  lands  in  the  ticinitj  qf  his  father's  est^t^, 
lilj)pressed  by  the  heat,  he  entered  tinder  the  refreshing 

'e  of  a  neighbouring  wood,  wluch  clothed  the  sides 
steep  raouii tain  that  reared  its  head  before  hiid. 

^ippearance  of  the  spot  wasi  bewitchingiy  picturesque; 
J  vcrdiire  of  the  mpadows,  the  grouping  of  the  cattl^, 
|  rth  here  and  there  a  cotta^*e  embosomed  in  the  foliagB 
wopd,  and  the  v^ttying  shrubs  wldcli  climbed  albll^ 

occasional  rugged  projections  of  the  crag,  all  teifa- 
til  to  heighten  the  beauty  of  the  scene.  "  The  somfi^ 

■  cs  of  night  were  fast  approaching,  the  setting  stiu 
d  with  a  farewell  lustre  on  the  summits  of  the  hifli, 

ihe  water  of  a  neighbouring  stream,  which  flowed 
y  over  ifs  sandy  bed,  received  a  deeper  gloom  from 

'j'ligthening  shadows  of  the  mountains.  The  ni^ht 
.^iostd  in  ere  lie  could  tear  himself  from  the  enchantn>^ 
teicn,  which  lie  promised  to  visit  ouce^  more  ou  the 
i^isniiig  morning,       _         ,  '  '  \  .  , ^     '  V  '-'j 

ho  succeeding  day  was  WcMi^t^ipf^^^^ 

appvoaclied,  nature  a^iin  assuniecl  her  m^ll6W^'^ 
i|  Luring,  arid  again  did  Arthur  dwell  with  rapture  on  tf& 
■iticnes  he  ha4  viewed  with  bO  much  pleasure  the  nigi^t 
1  3foro.  lie  entered  the  wood,  and  pursued  a  path  that 
I  Lii  in' an  ()bii(]ue  directioii,  gently  wukUu^;  up  tU^  liills 
|:  was  soft  as  ni6s>%  and  of  a  Vivid  gn^ruVaiid  thron^i 
is  iany  little  oj^enings  iji  the  w()od,  the  erag<,  tlioadjacn.vt 
I  .lla^e,  and  the  meaudering  stix^am;  we  seen  fo  ^r^Kt 
i2|ivantago.  lie  lia^  not  proceeded  far.  l>eff)fe  a  ite^j 
(ihito  cotta;re.  built  feh  a  little  level,  on  the  side  of  a  hia. 
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Mtracted  his  notice.  Tliere  was  an  air  of  taste  and  0 
plicity  in  every  thing  around  it,  which  excited  his  utn 
curiosity  with  respect  to  its  inhabitants,  of  whom,  fj 
the  scene  before  him,  he  formed  the  most  romantic  id 
It  was  placed  in  that  situation,  which,  of  all  others, 
the  most  picturesque  ;  that  is,  its  point  of  elevation* 
not  too  great  for  the  landscape.  From  the  bottom  c 
8m<vli  lawn  wliich  spread  before  it,  the  wood  gradui 
fell  to  the  njargin  of  the  river,  and  a  number  of  gigai 
oaks  covered  the  hill  behind  it  nearly  to  tlie  summi 
broken  line  of  moss-hung  crags,  however,  still  peep 
beyond.  AgaiuvSt  tlie  front  of  this  cottage  grew  an 
woodbine,  whose  branches,  mingling  with  each  otl 
crept  round  four  neat  sash  windows,  that  glowed  as 
from  the  reflection  of  the  sun.  Wliile  he  stoo^silei 
admiring  the  beauty  of  the  scene,  the  door  of  the  t 
tage  was  opened,  and  a  young  woman,  clothed  with 
gant  but  artless  taste,  stepped  out  upon  the  green ; 
her  arm  there  leant  a  man  of  very  interesting  figure,  j 
rather  stricken  in  years,  who,  after  looking  round  I 
with  an  air  of  satisfaction,  smiled  with  parental  fondi 
on  his  fair  companion,  and  gave  to  heaven,  with  ch< 
ful  piety,  his  grateful  thanks  for  the  blessing  he  enjoj 
Thus  was  Arthur  situated,  and  having  gratified  i 
fancy  with  the  scenery  around,  w^s  about  to  return  ; ; 
no  sooner  did  the  two  figures  appear  before  him,  tl 
his  best  and  sweetest  feelings  were  called  into  acti 
the  country  assumed  a  more  enchanting  hue,  the . 
shed  a  mellower  and  more  delicious  tint,  and  every 
^ect  seemed  heightened  with  a  pathetic  glare.  Aii 
.telligence  tiie  most  expressive  sat  on  the  features  of 
young  woman ,^ — an  intelligence  so  divine,  so  mild 
graceful,  that  Raphael  might  have  studied  it  with  i 
ture.  She  had  on  a  gown  of  white  cotton,  and  ro' 
her  waist  there  was  a  green  sash  ;  her  hair  of  a  nut  br< 
colour,  hung  down  loosely  upon  her  shoulder,  and  | 
her  loft  ann  depended  a  small  basket,  the  person 
leftBfd  upon  her  right  arm  was  dressed  in  a  scarlet  li 

• 


i  ary  coat ;  his  countenance  was  strongly  marked  martial, 
-ai  lut  at  the  same  time  mingled  with  much  benignity  ;  his 
ffi  arehead  was  bold  and  open,  his  eyes  full  and  dark,  hia 
dft  y-c- brows  black  and  thick,  his  nose  aquiline,  and  his  chia 
■.lather  prominent ;  he  had  a  staJff  in  his  hand,  and  al- 

I  though  apparently  possessing  vigour  and  health,  ho 
ol  ralked  with  difficulty,  from  an  injury  in  his  left  leg. 

Hi  '  Arthur  liad  till  now  remained  concealed  behind  somo 
amtrees  ;  but  stepping  forward  to  continue  the  objects  of 
li^  lis  admiration  in  view,  a  favourite  dog,  who  ran  by  their 
ipiide,  observed  him,  and  beginning  to  bark  with  vehe- 
m  aence,  they  turned  round.  He  found  himself  discovered, 
tkl.nd  advancing  towards  them,  begged  they  wouM  pardon 
sliiis  obtrusion,  with  that  suavity  and  dignity  of  manners, 
em  f  which  he  was  so  capable.  They  smiled  at  his  apology, 
d  ,nd  the  old  man  with  much  good  nature,  told  him  he 
id  ras  welcome  to  his  farm  ;  it  gave  him  pleasure,  he  said, 
;i  o  see  he  admired  his  situation,  and  added,  if  he  could 
,5  ►ear  to  saunter  no  faster  than  himself,  he  would  show 
li  lim  some  parts  well  worth  seeing,  and  which  probably 
Ini  lad  escaped  him. 

k'  All  agreeable  conversation  soon  took  place,  into  whicli 
)jl  he  amiable  Maria,  for  such  she  was  called,  entered  with 

II  he  most  frank  and  bewitching  simplicity,  speedily  con- 
;J  incing  our  hero,  that  her  heart  and  her  understanding 
tbere  as  lovely  as  her  form.  As  they  chatted  together, 
tifl  he  reserve  natural  to  strangers  wore  off,  and  Arthur 
slaving  expressed  much  satisfaction,  mingled  with  some 
f'l  luriosity,  as  to  their  mode  of  life,  the  old  man  with  great 
iKffability  told  him  his  short  but  melancholy  tale.  Hia 
fi  lame  (he  said)  was  Farrell,  and  having  at  an  early  period 
k>f  life  chosen  the  profession  of  arms,  by  his  asciduity  and 

Ibttention  he  soon  recommended  himself  to  the  notice  of 
lis  colonel,  who  rewarded  him  with  promotion  to  a  lieu- 
nrcBancy.  Shortly  after  he  married  the  daughter  of  a 
&j  clergyman  :  his  connubial  joys  were,  however,  but  short, 
ms  his  regiment  was  ordered  to  Germany  in  a  few  days  ; 
r  *'hither  his  too  affectionate  wife,  who  was  then  pregnant, 

I 
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insisted  on  accompanying  liim.  Tlio  annj  was  s( 
,todiBml  tto'ite;  field;  and  ^W)  Iciftg  th^  ^Peaj^ul'OonfQ^^ 
iM  iw^fir  ifciirstfafosmjcl  ^ehimm '  ?  S tiM ,  ho tv^^^%  hii  ^^i^'e  ^ 
r/tev/£d  .  iiibffi'^vitlii  persov^riMg  ;attciitjbif.  ^Jrfe-  rnorni 
fdiis  regimmtv'  wit^  'TytkCTjjr^i^aife^icii^^  to'  0?^6ii<!,  '3 
^i^'mg,  dri  m&ctionatO/faruwGll!  lof  'hi»  '  Maria; 

marciied  with  a  palpitating  ii^eart  to,'a-sc8n<e;i5)f  caJ*nJ 
and  blood,  fi^m  vrhmtcej'iw  wa^  fiQ(^  citneA' btdk'to  i 
cam})  in -odiL'^q'iieJi(3e  of  i'oc'elved  m  ihb  1 

kncerby  a -miiskiji  tfall. ■  •  •  'i     "  '  "  '     ■  "i 
The  angmsh  of  Ids  nmfeMfe^w^^  be  C0ftc€^ 

od  OTi  his  return  ;  but  resisting  the'fec*H^gk  ofYiaturc;^ 
/soon  exci^ted  hei's^elf  in  preparing  the  nCiOessgirj  comfb 
fdr  his  unhappy  situation.  Those"  exertions  tvere,  h& 
ever,  too  severe  for  her  tender  frame,  ialready  i^6akeil 
by  a  ssiccession  of  liard^hips.  iJi  few  days  she'becai 
imY/eli,  and  was  conlin^d  td  h^er  bfed,  wh?ere  shortly  aft 
she  was,  'delivered  of  a  dangh tor.  -  -    ■  -  ' •  • "  ' 

A  few  moniings  after  the  bikhof  Ms  datiglvter,  wh 
the  health  and  strength  of  his  coiisort  seemed  fast  i 
tnrning,  lie  awoko,  aii4  called  to  her  to  loiow  how  b 
felt  herself.   To  his  first  call  he  received  no  apswcr ; 
repoateirh  his  crips,  but  still  a  doath-likc  silence  prevaile 
armed  at  this  liniisiml  circi-mistance,  ho  <ialled  alof^, 
lor  a  soldier's  mfe  |vho  atteiidied  his  Maria.    Sh^  so< 
entered,  and  by  iier  tnaMer  s  detir^,  appr<!>ached  tho  h 
of  her  mistress.    But,  oh  God  !  wlio  can  describe 
sousations-of  the  lien  tenant,  «^heif,  on  the  clothes  bei* 
turned  down,  he  observed  his  lx>loV&d  Maria  bathed*' 
blood,  and  liis  infant  dan^hter  immorsed  in  tho'  pu^ 
stream  !    NotwithstiiJiding  liis  dangerous  ^^ilfnatibn, ^ 
itottei-ed  from  his  bed,  and  ihcn  tlirew  liiiilself  on-%] 
kscuch  of  her  ho  adored  ;  wiiere,  ov'^rcom^  by  tfie  horr 
cf  the  scene,  ho  became  scnsi^Iess.    While  in  that  sitW 
ation,  tlie  cricB  of  the  attendant  attracted  some  of  ti 
soldiery  to  the  spotj  who,  on  exairnning  tiite  bod/ of  ME 
i^arrel,  discovered,  that,  duriiig  the  night,  a  random  i] 
£t0WL  tho  enemy  had  (^iitfn^d  fitf' 'r*^-nt"a nd  ^'th  it 


,^'e^fih&ft'  M  dentil  to  'th^  Tmibmffa;te-^M:irit,  •iitfer 

b,  ^he  sunk  to  tlikt'^t'  eterirfty^^i^if  fekjftlWd^TC^ 
lio  iflfant  Marfri,  %k6'       fe^^it^iame'd  after l/e'rinot^^^ 
,  ,  ]i(jv^vfe*r,  lo^efhiil^ty  aM"  was  emi\gMdWiY\6  QrivQ^^^^ 
,  8oldiei*'«''WifeV  ^^l^o''had  lier  ovi^it  clind^  nnft  MIo 

i^ame  an  nftiection ate  'foster-mother  -fc/  heT-^'tend'^r 

^tt^^Q.  ^-^n    -Jt  F*'^t--..:i;;  ^>''l      to  -^n^l- 

The  unfortunate  lieutenant,  on  awaking  to  tlr§^1^«|fAr 
'  his  situation,  Kj^am^  Mmjost-  distracted;  feM  iiiado 
v^ral  attctil]Jt4  to  terniinatef  his  existence,  but  wa?  liSjj- 
lljly  pitD vented  fey  "his  attendants.    Some^  months  nc^ 
^  ftpsodj  d^UiSii^  whS^h  in  tjie^  Kiii^e  assumed 

^  favoui^able-  appe^rific^,'  jind  in^  6!  shbrt  titn-e  fie  if  Is 
Jain  feti^bled ' tti'3<>^^^     Va;tikli    ©l^r^^?|'' the  reinaiiia&r 
the  campaign,  he  distirignished  ^lllfds^ir-pn  ^qvetal 
j^sioiis.  and  teally  reeei^od  b  captain *s  ^tK^hfaiission  , 
ortly  after  which  his  i^giintot  leaM  tMler^d  liome.  (ih 
^arrival  in  EngiiaM,'tli§  Woutid  in  his  kiiee  again  hrolfe 
^j  tth, -  and Rafter  itt  iate^stimfgling  against  its  bbstinacj^, 
)  wasL  obligefdj  to  netife  from  the  »6i-viee  on  half-pa j; 
id  having  sought  for  a  cheap  but  comfortable  resid6ncf0, 
)  at  length  met  with  hifi  ppeseiioUttta^eVi^here]  blessed 
kth  the  dutiful  arid  laffei'^lvj^Uiti'^  a  of  his  lovely 

:ai€a,  iiothing  ontt^iij-|fV«^  •  '  ^h^e  Im5  thought 
Idr to  his  content  5;ofr.  :i:>  ir,fi\ii^<  '  ' '  •  "ts/ii*'^;^'^ 
iThey  li^d  by  this  time  re^ic  i.ed  tho"  cottag^e,  whi?n  'Ji^ 
ur  would  have  taken  his  leave,  but  Farrell  begged  life 
diild  step  ,  in  aud  grace  4iis  humble  slied.  He  could 
)t  refuse  ;  them  wais  an  iatr  rf'gMtIienf>ss  hnd  feinceinty 
)but  him,  that  wbuM  not  adinit  of  a  denial ;  lib' stopped 
i«refore  into  a  Very  neat  little  parlour,  wherOi'«?itt1ft|^ 
yMt'ny  '  the  worthy  Imst  )de sired  liis  daughter  tb  '  bring 
ime  of  the  tet  wino^  **If  you 'c^itrexcuse;-^li6f  saiUi 
feat  an  old  soldier  can  afford,  you  are  wBlcomei^^J' '  ^ 
Arthur  was  mucJi  affected,  and  "i^it^out  a  \<^V(^iit1r^SL 
latarily  stretehed  out  .lmtimidv  »wbioh  Fattot 
ith  wfirifltii'^  thov  ster^if^i^enaiti*    ■         '  -  .   '  v  ft 


. .  '  M.i^a  Farrcll  erki(  m\~^]ie  smiled,  ^ijd  tjirowin^ 
%\xkO  eyes  upon  Artliur,  offered  him  wine.  lie  t& 
glitss— his  hand  trembled— he  drant  her  health  ;  it 
he  thwight,  the  mof^t  delightful  wine  he  had  ever; ta 
— he  praised  her  skill,  and  she  blushed.  **I  am  gh 
pl^as|6s  you,'*  sh(?  said.   At,  this  mom^t,  tuniing  t< 

.^M  speak  to  her  father,  the  bright  hilt  of  a  fcword  w 
hung  oyer  the  chimney-piece,  attracted  the  attentic 

-  Arthur-  r,;-,  ^t^f  ;,,^-.f;7"i  ••Vcn.^rliv^':, 

.  FarreH  observed  it,  and  rising  f^rom  the  diair,  ten 
Jgwuj  he  drew  it  from  the  scabbard  ;  This/'  cHed 
Waving  it  round  his  head,  this,  sir,  was  once  my  . 
fortune— my  only  friend. — Witjijtftis,  and  much  i 
service  ha&  it  ^done  ipe,— witli  this,  1  have  known 
^day,  when,  shrinking  from  the  jightejiing  of  its  e^ 
the  foes  of  Ireland  have  retired,"      ,  :  : 

;  The  night  was  fine,  the  ipoon  haxl  ^la^isen,  and  swhs 
illumined  the  river  and  distant  mountains  ;  all,  ex< 
the  nightingale,  tv^as  mute ;  aijid  stmck  by  a  seem 
accordant  with  his  feeliitgsy  it  was  late  ere  he  reac 
home,  where  his  rmih^r  w^-g  Anxiously  awaiting  his 

After  supper,  he jrelated*  to  his  affectionate  parent 
little  Adventure  of  the,  evening :  and  she,  with  the  war] 
iusu^  to  her  on  su<?h  occasions,  participated  in  all 
feelings  of  her  son,  and  enamoured  of  the  gloii 
picture  he  had  drawn,  she  promised  to  visit  Farrell' 
his  amiable  daughter  on  the  ensu-ing  morning?.  \: 

During  the  whole  night,  Arthur  could  not  divert  Ji 
self  of  the  idea  of  Maria,  whose  bewitching  figure 
constantly  in  his  mind.  He  rose  witli  the  lark,  and 
patiently  awaited  the  rising  of  his  mother.  He  was  s 
called  to  breakfast,  at  which  he  scarcely  eat  a  moutft 
and  at  eight  o'clock  the  carriage  was  ordered,  and  h 
O'Doiinell,  accompanied  by  her  son,  were  driven  to: 
foot  of  the  hill  on  which  the  cottage  of  Farrell  stc 
5vhere  th^y  alighted  and  walked  up  the  path  which  i 
thuT  had  t^ken  the  preceding  night.    They  goon  i-eacl 


«i3ottage,  and  found  Farrell  and  his  amiable  daughte 
(J:  breakfast,  who  rose  with  some  marks  of  confuaioa  at 

is  unexpected  visit ;  but  soon  recovering  their  wonted 
Ij^^ |avity»  they  welcomed  their  guests  with  genuine  satis- 

:la,ction. 

Maria  now  busied  herself  in  removing  the  breakfast 
^1  ings,  and  in  a  few  minutes  a  general  and  animated 
io,  nversation  ensued.    From  the  house  they  removed  to 
e  lawn,  and  from  therice  surveyed  the  surrounding 
ospect,  with  which  lady  O'Donnel  was  infinitely  de- 
jhted  ;  and  not  less  was  she  delighted  with  her  host 
^id  his  lovely  daughter,  in  whose  conversation  she  ex- 
.  rienced  the  utmost  satisfaction.  She  secretly  resolved, 
^  iwever,  to  give  them  some  substantial  mark  of  her  es« 
g^jom,  and  for  that  purpose  invited  tlieni  to  her  house  on 
^  following  day.    The  invitatic^n  was  mo?t  gratefully 
^  ccpted,  and  amongst  thf»se  who  feit  [>avtH'wlar  r>leasure 
jj  tthe  occasion,  Artliur  was  foremost. 
On  the  next  day  Captain  Farrell  .and  his  daughter 
rivi>d  at  the  great  liouse,  as  it  was  calie<l  by  the  neighs 
uring  r peasantry  ;  they  were  received  at  tlie  gate  by 
rthur  witii  the  sincerest  satisfaction,  and  on  being 
uducted  to  tite  parlour,  tliey  experienced  from  lady 
Donnel,  all  tliat  delicate  and  hospitalde  attention 
[|,  lich  formed  a  principal  feature  in  her  character.  They 
^jiinised  themselves  during  the  morning  in  exploring  the 
jjj|aatiful  and  extensive  grounds  hi  tlie  vicinity  of  the 
>use  ;  and  after  dinner,  Arthur  observing  his  mothtu* 
jij  id  Captain  Farrell  in  close  conversation,  begged  the 
^^jVour  of  Miss  FarrolFs  company  to  the  garden,  where 
jji  •  promised  to  show  her  all  the  beauties,  which  were  so 
:hly  and  abundantly  scattered  in  all  directions.  She 
j^H  Uingly  accepted  the  invitation,  and  in  a  few  seconds 
1^1  ey  entered  the  garden.    Arthur  offered  liis  arm  to  his 
^j  ir  companion,  which  she  tremblingly  accepted. 

While  examining  one  of  tjie  hot-houses,  they  were 
^  served  by  M'Pherson,  the  steward,  who  approached 
Jid  pft'ered  his  services  to  explain  the  piocess  attending 


Id 

of  boiiig  dlone^' ih  ra%Iier  a  haiighty  tfen^/toM^  Inffl  li 
presence  could  be  dispensed  witTi.  •  *      *  '.j  ? 

*M*Phei«soii  made  liis  bo^' ant!  itilSred,  Mt 
struck  with  the  beauty  of  Maria,  that,  after  having  r 
ti^t^i' to  *goin6  distancev  he  sto|)jifed  to  admire  he 
If ili  being'  awa^  who  fehe  waSj  h«  Went  among  tl 
s^J-^ant^  tO  'enquire,  and  at  length  ascei'tained  from  tl 
ftio'tmarti,^  who  had^  a(icompanied  the  carriage  th^t  coi 
veyed  lady  0 'Donnel  and  lier  son  to  -the  cdltage '  oft  tl 
preceding  day,  tliat?  she  was  the  daughter  <>f  Capta 
F^irrell,  a  p6i^r  half-pay  officer,  Wild  hiiLlt  dined  witli  h 
mistress  On  fhat  day,  and  who  w^s  then^  in-  the  drawih^ 
room.     ^  ■        ■  j'-^  ■  •  '  "  '  ''^^  -'J  ' 

'The  siispicSon.S'  Of  M*Phfe#fedtt  Wfel^  ridir  rdiis^d,  afa 
not  approving  of  the  apparent  close  intimacy  betwee 
his  young  master  and  Maria,  he  returned  to  tlie  garde 
in  search  of  them,  resolved  to  watch  their  actions.  Ij 
goon  traced  the  happy  pair  to  a  Summer-house/ wh itW 
they  had  retired  from  the  heat  of  the  sun.  •      •■     '  ^ 

'  At  the  moment  M'Pherson,  who  secreted  hirhself  bi 
liind  sonie  shrubs,  arriyed,  Arthur  was  holding' the  M 
hand  of  Maria,  and  in  an  enraptured  ton^  expi^essrn 
the  impression  she  had  made  on  his  heai^.  ■  ■ 

-  Maria,  a  stranger  to  tlie^  wiley  ways  of  tii^e' W6rlti,^? 
fpeely  confessed  that  slie  felt  for  him  the  ailection  of 
sfeter.  Art^^ur  instantly  <*feuglit  hfer  in  his  arms,-  and  i 
alt-  extatic  em1)raeef Avowed  ef erwki  •l^te,  aiM  rA^  made' 
r@€iprocahph>mis(?^  llld  t4re  mutuai  boiid  Was  seMed 
a-'fhoiisalid  i!M«)^i^!\t  anxl  elidearilig  kis.^c^s/  The  enra] 
tnred  *i>tiir  now  -priil*("^'dki  to  the  hou«e,  igiiorant  Of  tl 
sp^^'they  had  had  Ay\\  theh*  actions,  and  each  d^liglrt^ 
Wi^th-tl'i'e  assurance  revofVKl  from  the  oth'cr,  looked '^^j 

Willi  C()!dldencl»  to  futiirt;  h\\^.  ;  Oa^^l^ntcrihg 
drawiiig  woHi,  tea  was  J^erved*  tip';  Ci'^'d  shortly  aft^: 
]^ly*l)-i£)6hnel' ordered  hei*  ca^riafe  tt)  coiiVey  lier  liifA 
bte  but  admired  friends  to  th^ir  cottil^.  -  On  tfce  1<f 
b|^^^  ©apt.  Farrell  iiiformiKi  M^irfe^,  that  th^ir-fe^i^ 
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'Hit  frieild, ita<J',  th  '^A  i^st  delicato  diid  geit^rons  #^1^, 
isisted  qti  Hi;?  '^icd?3|)taneti^f  '^n  nhnniiy  dnriti^  life,  # 
JlOO  a-yenv.    The  grdtitltcle  of  Mc'iria  at  thV^  iinei- 
•ected  informatioii,  knew  no  bounds;  she  shod  tctirs  fjt 
ffection,  and  spoke  iii  terms  of  entliiisiasm'of  tho  famiiy, 
^^^  !ley  liad  left,  for  whom  she  iiinocently  observed,  shcrbiV 
%rtained  fin  ait'ection  almdst  as  strong  as  for  her  fath#; 
M/Pherfe'on,  after  Arthur  and  Maria  had  left  tho  gal%' 
en,  came  from  his  hiding  place,  resolving  in  liis  owu 
iind  that  tlie  intentions  and  Wishes  of  his  young  mastef 
•^'♦lionld  never  be  accomplished.    This  determination  US 
'  pled  froirj  a  tvrofold  reason':  first,  becapso  he  knew 
c  vrould  b6  in  direct  oppositron  to  tiie'will  of  Sir  Neale  ; 
aid  next,  because  he  felt  a  desire  for  Maria  himself^ 
^'^''*6nceiving  that  her  father,  would  accept ; with  avidity, 
^^'■ny  propositio'ii  he  should  iliaTce;  holding,  as  he  did,  a 
^^jticrative  and  advjin'tagedus  situation,  which  his  own 
^Jhshonesty  rendered  doubly  profl tabid.  ^'^^'-'-'-'"'^ 

In  ftutheVance  of  this  design.diD'  weilt  mi' tfie  ensuing 
iiornihg  to  the  ' cottage*,  and  having  explained  from 
^H'hence  he  came,  he  was  i*eteiyed  by  Capt.  FfUTcU  with 

he  greatest  cordiality.  '''r'^  '■■  T'^  ^''"'i  -^ 

'"i  Maria  soon  afterward'^  t^iterett  the  rbom,  arid  iii^tSHC- 
recognized  M'Phersoh  ;  who  addressed  her  with  great 
* 'expect.  Thore  was  something  in  ]iis  appearance  not 
fj::alculated  t9  elicit  respect,  and  slie  returned  his  civility 
'^'Htli  distant  reserve.  Thi?,  hov/cver,  did  not  deter  ]iim 
^wm  his  purpose;  and  having  taken  liis  departure  for 
't  tiino.  he  returned  in  a  few  days,  and  begged  a'pii- 
0  conversation  with  Capt,  Farre]I,  w!io  readily  cotb- 
''''|)hed  with  lii.^  if^/isliOs,  Tlie  insidiiou??  Scot  tlien*  bp'encd 
'^'I'ji^  mind,  and  made  propositions  for  tlie  liand  of  ^taria. 
^'  Captain  Farrell  in  answer,  observed,  tliat  to  tlie  con- 
^"  lectioh  with"' Mr  M^Phersoi*  he  lia'd  •iiot'.  tHc  slighfe^i 
^)T>je<3titJti ;  birr,  as  he  Was  resolved;  librer  to  control '  the 
Niiclinations  of  his  daughter  in  thcj  choice  bf  a  piltintr 
mv  liffe,"  h^  inxxd  refer  all  suitors  to  herself,  and  whatever 
mttf^  iicr  defertiifflJttioh,  he  would  willingly' accbdd  to  it; 


With  this  answer  M'Plierson  was  obliged  to  bo  co^ 
tent,  although  he  did  not  argue  faVourabl^y  of  his  m 
cess  with  Maria,  whose  secret  attachment  to  Arthur  J, 
well  knew. 

To  Maria,  therefore^  he  duocted  hiscon;5tant  attentioi 
bringing  her  presents  of  the  most  delicious  fruits  froi 
the  garden  of  Sir  Neale,  and  using  every  other  expediei 
in  his  power  to  gain  her  respect,  but  without  succes 
lie  generally  so  timed  his  visits,  as  not  to  meet  wit 
Arthur,  who  became  a  constant  attendant  at  the  cottag 
and  who,  on  being  informed  by  Maria  of  the  presum] 
tuous  intentions  of  M^Pherson,  was  outrageous,  an 
could  scarcely  be  prevented  from  sacrificing  liim  to  h 
anger. 

Several  months  now  elapsed,  in  which  the  passion  < 
Arthur  and  Maria  attained  additional  strength,  and  coul 
scarcely  be  concealed  in  the  presence  of  lady  .0 'Donne 
on  her  occasional  visits  to  the  cottage. 

While  things  were  thus  situated  in  Donegal,  Sir  Nea] 
was  advancing  in  his  political  career  in  Dublin  with  rapi 
steps  ;  his  talents  attracted  universal  admiration,  and  [ 
length  raised  him  to  the  highest  office  under  the  vicero; 
who  eutortained  for  him  the  most  profound  esteem.  A 
though  thus  successful  in  his  views,  he  did  not  negle< 
the  interests  of  his  son,  for  whom  he  at  length  procure 
a  situation  immediately  under  his  own  auspices.  Of  th; 
circumstance  he  dispatched  intimation  to  lady  O'Dqi 
nel,  directing  that  Arthur  should  be  sent  without  dela; 

On  the  arrival  of  the  packet  containing  this  inform? 
tion,  lady  OTJonnel  felt  peculiar  pleasure,  as  she  thougl 
her  beloved  Arthur  had  now  arrived  at  an  age  when  1: 
should  know  something  of  the  world,  and  enter  ini 
that  career  which  his  father  had  followed  with  so  muc, 
honour  to  himself,  and  satisfaction  to  his  superiors. 

While  reading,  her  husband's  letter,  Arthur  entered-^ 
he  had  just  left  his  Maria. 

"  Come,  my  Arthur,"  said  lady  O'Donnel,  '*  I  hail 
good  news  for  you ;  your  father  has  pwcurcd  for  you 
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'•"aiatiou  in  the  castle,  which  I  trust  will  be  the  first  step 
vards  that  distinction  I  am  convinced  your  talents  aad^^ 
rseverance  will  acquire."  3+ 
Had  a  clap  of  thunder  rolled  over  the  head  of  Arthur, 
!  could  not  have  been  more  alarmed  than  at  this  com - 

'^"junication.     What!''  said  he  to  himself,  "to  leave  my 
aria,  to  quit  all  those  innocent  plea^sures  which  I  luave* 
long  enjoyed,  and  to  embark  in  the  troubled  scenes  of 
6  political  world!  Oh  God!  how  wretched  is  my  fate  !"' 

^6<|Still,*'  continued  he,     my  father  must  be  obeyed  :  liis 
abitious  temper  will  never  brook  a  refusal,  and  however 

^consistent  with  my  own  inclinations,  his  will  must  be 

Having  finished  his  soliloquy,  during  which  his  amiable 
?  other  regarded  hiVu  with  astonishment,  he  raised  liis 
)ad,  and  in  a  hurried  tone,  expressed  his  readiness  to 
imply  with  liis  father's  wishes.  He  then  left  the  room/ 
id  proceeded  with  a  quick  pace  to  impart  the  gloomy 
iws  to  Maria,  whose  anguish  exceeded  ail  consolation 

•  a  considerable  time. 

To  describe  tlio  wretcliednoss  of  Maria  is  beyond  our 
>wer ;  suffice  it  to  say,  her  wretchedness  went  far  beyond 
le  bounds  of  common  lamentation,  and  approached 
^arer  to  distraction  than  the  sorrow  of  sanity. 

Arthur  at  length  tore  himself  from  her  arms,  and  re- 
irued  homo  to  make  preparations  for  his  journey,  which 
as  to  commence  the  ensuing  morning  at  an  early  hour. 

It  w^ould  be  needless  to  describe  the  delight  felt  by 
^[^Pherson  on  receiving  instructions  to  prepare  the 
aVelling  equipage  of  Arthur  ;  his  hopes  were  renewed 
|)wards  Maria,  and  he  trusted  by  his  own  v/iiy  machina- 
ons  at  length  to  be  able  to  gain  the  consummation  of 
is  wishes  in  that  quarter. 

At  the  dawn  of  day,  Arthur  after  taking  a  most  aftec- 
X)nate  leave  of  his  mother,  set  out  for  the  capital,  at 
mded  by  a  trusty  servant,  and  in  a  few  days  reached 

i^^  is  father's  house,  in  Sackville  Street,  where  ho  met  a 

inost  welcome  recaption. 


We  must  ttow  p^a.^^  <miv  ilw-ee  tcan^  df  dtit  h^i^'^  ]fmf^ 
duriiig  which  he  fi-eqhetitlj'  fisited  th^  .^bat  ^f  hi^  firn^m^ 
tors,  and  as  frequently  renewed  liis  vot^^s  of  fifMity  to  }i  ' 
Maria  with  redoubled  ardonr,  for  \thbm  hi^  l6Vc  gre  ; 
mofo  ardent,  and  in  whose  preseti^ro  ahtitr  Iki  (^njoft  ^ 
rdal  happiness.   During  that  pei-iod  M'P!iersoi^i' Vas  cd* 
timially  iti'ging  his  suit,  but  was  irivarJably  trdatcd  Wif 
indignation.    Still,  liowevei',  he  did  not  dci^pair,  an  • 
felt  a  confident  hope  his  purposes  would  yet  1x3  attninec 
from  the  kiiowledge  he-hf«d  j)f  Si^  Kei^K's -i^mbititJt 
views  fov  his  soft       ^'  '•  •^^^  -i"-'- 

Arthur  Imd  tiow  arrlVbd  {It  thd  lig^'  of  lifiaiili^^od;  ati 
began  to  think  of  some  expedient  to  induce  his  fatlier  i 
iigree  to  his  connection  with  Maria.-  Several  plat 
occured  to  his  mind,  but  they  were  all  rejected  as  futib 
While  tluis  undetermined,  one  morning,  towards  th 
latter  end  of  the  summer  of  179G,  his  father  desired  t 
li^ive  some  private  conversation  with  him,  and  after 
prefatory  address,  called  his  mind  to  tlie  necessity  c 
forming  an  alliance  suitable  to  his  f-ank,  observing  a 
tlie  same  time,  tliat,  from  some  hints  thrown  out  by 
nobleman  of  distinguished  eminence,  who  had  a  level 
dauglitor,  and  witli  whom  Arthur  wai^  well  acquaintec 
he  would  bb  received  as  a  welcome  suitor.  To  thi 
liai-angue,  Arthur,  from  his  conftision,  could  give  n 
decisive  answer,  he  stammered  out  his  disinclination  Id 
a  matrimonial  connection  at  so  early  a  period  of  his  liff 
and  hoped  his  father  would  give  him  time  to  consider ^ 
the  proposition.  Sii*  Neale  laughed  heartily  at  his  so^i" 
mode.^ty,  as  ho  termed  it,  and  jokingly  desired-  him 
tak6  care  that  a  more  si^ceessful  candidftt^'did '^ft^ 
jockey  hirfl.  •  - 

In  a  few  weeks  Arthur  again  returned  to  the  country 
ai>d'lihdi^^  there  was  little  chance  of  bringing-  his  fatKe 
ta  hi*!*  I^j*m^'  li^  came  to  the  desperate  resoltitiou  '^ 
p^rif^^ljr  mm^fin^  his  Mai4a  tlw-otigh  the  medium  1 
i^otofi  Cath<^k  j^rieli  Gonsldk^raWe  difficulties  ai*o^ 
in  accomplishing  this  object;  but!  f6@le  ihftiirt^  dt^i^ 


iwyiiOUF  hero,  that  happy,  liappy  Lour  arn.veJ  whi^ii  Im 
icilfwssed  the  object  of  his  adoration  to  his  beating  hbatt 
tjw  his  partner  through  the  cares  and  vicissitudes  of  Ufo  ,. 
reii .  ,  Maria,  for  whom  Lady  O'Donuel  felt  a  parental  aifecr 
rp  iionj  became  an  almost  constant  visitant  at  the  great 
ofiiouse/'  not  unfreqiiently  stopping,  thojne  by  the  weob 

lilj  together^  J  •.  j:.  Jijj  if  uifj  iii)iLi\jm  ii 

tiij(  K  An  erefat,  howevei%  too  socin  occui*edy  which  see^edr 
lefl  IS  a  sort  of  warning  to  the  miseries  which  aro  to  follow, 
oyipne  fine  summer's  evening,  as  the  gentle  Maria  T»^as:re-i 

tiUrning  to  her  fatheT  s  cottage,  she  liad  scarely  got  oad 
mfOf  sight  of  the  wall-of  O'Donuel  park,  when  she  was  me&. 
r((liy  M'Therson,  wh©si3  disorderly  appearance  evidently 

-showed  he  had  bocB  drinking.  He  «ame  up  to  hei%  aiid; 
i!„  in  a  brutal  tone,  asked  whither  she  was  going  ?  •  * '  Homby 
fi,fMr  M'Plterson, said  Maria.  Rest  you  liere  then,  youijg, 
{(lady,"  said  he,  **. for  I've  got  a  few  words  to  say  to  you.'^ 

it  is  getting  late,  Mr  M'Pherson,"  returned  Maria, 
pinust  proceed  liome."      Ne'er  you  mind  your  hame, 
giyoung  lady,"  continued  he,    we  dinna  part  sae  easily, 
^^jyou  mon  gio  me  a  kiss."    Having  said  this  he  rudely 

caught  her  round  the  neck,  and  with  his  impious  lip* 
,,j  imprinted  an  odious  kiss  on  her  cheek.  She  was  extremeiy 
,jj alarmed,  and  struggled  to  get  from  his  grasp.    In  vain; 

however,  did  she-  exert  herself  ;  he  tln-ew  her  on  the 

ground,  and  thrusting  his  liand  into  Iier  bosOm,  began  to 
f,»  take  tiie  most  indecent  liberties.  She  now  could  scarcely 
pl^pcvak  from  tei'vor,  and  in  a  smothered  voice  slie  begged 
I'j  kirn  to  desist.  She  used  Iier  utniost  strength  to  get  from 
j|  Viii  hold  ; •  but  all  in  vain.  She  slirieked  with  violence, 
1  but  alas  !  her  cries  were  not  heard.    At  length  the  villaiii 

succeeded  in  stopping  h(^r  cries  by  holding  jior  petticoat, 
y  which  ho  had  brutally  raised,  over  her  month,  and  w.a>'J 

JjdHUit  to  accomplish  his  Tile  intentions^  when  he  wm 
^j^krn>ed  by  tU«  lifeless  manner  in  .wliicli  his  unfortunato 
i  Wtlim  lay ;  hc'uncovered  hev  face i  and  he  feared  he  had 
^  murdered  tlm  unfoiluirat«t innocent.  Too  sooUi  howevex,. 
i     foai**  wei?€l  r©mav«d ;  tho  colour  returned  to  the  cliQekt 
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of  Maria,  and  with  it  the  fierce  desiroa      the  bai 
M*Pherson.    Again  did  he  seize  her  in  liis  accui'sisv  ' 
arms,  and  again  did  she  repeat,  though  faintly,  her  strug 
gles,  and  her  ejaculations  for  assistance-— which,  ere  he,  '^^ 
infernal  assaulter  had  triumphed,  through  the  intervxia 
lion  of  all-seeing  Providence,  arrived  on  the  spot,  and  a 
a  moment  when  an  instant's  dela.v  might  have  been  fata  p 
to  the  chastity  of  Maria,  the  villian  received  a  blow  frou 
a  cutlass,  which  deprived  him  of  all  sensation,  and  almog  ii^ 
in  the  same  instant  the  almost  senseless  innocent  wa;  i  ^ 
raised  to  the  attectionate  arms  of  her  parent,  who  having 
set  out  from  the  cottage  to  meet  his  beloved  daughter  b 
vas  alarmed  by  her  first  cries,  and  with  as  much  speec  kin 
as  his  lameness  would  permit,  proceeded  to  her  assistance  Id(1 
which  happily  he  was  enabled  to  give  in  time  to  preservi  leii 
unsullied  the  only  comfort  of  liis  existence.    Most  foi-.  ^=1! 
tunately,  his  stick  having  been  mislaid,  he  brought  witl  f?a 
him  his  trusty  sword,  on  which  he  leaned  to  support  his  iiiD 
tottering  frame,  and  wiiich  enabled  him  to  be&>ow  a  de.  Brti 
served  chastisement  on  tlie  monster  M^Pherson.      .  '  *  lir 

Conceiving  he  had  killed- the  impious  ruffian,  he  pro-  .'i 
ceeded  slowly  on  his  way  towards  the  cottage,  witli  b 
difficulty  supporting  Maria,  v/ho  conid  not  utter  ii  woi^  Ian 
from  agitation.  He  at  length  arrived  at  home,  and  con-  (  f 
signed  to  the  care  of  her  foster-motlier,  who  had  always  p 
lived  with  him,  his  tender  charge.  On  the  ensuing  m 
morning  Maria  told  her  unhappy  parent  her  little  tale,  m 
and  they  together  returned  thanks  to  Heaven  for  her  liap-  b 
py  escape ;  while  Captain  Farrell  expressed  his  intention  i 
of  going  to  Lady  O'Donnei  to  inform  her  of  the  miscreant  i " 
slie  had  in  her  service. 

We  must  now  return  to  the  villain  M'Pherson,  who  ri-i 
soon  recovered  from  the  effects  of  the  blow  he  had  re-  i 
ceived,  which  was  attended  with  no  dangerous  symptoms. 
On  rising  from  the  ground,  he  observed  a  small  casket 
lying  a  few  paces  from  him,  which  he  picked  up,  and  atf 
examining  its  contents,  discovered  the  certificate  of  Ar- 
tJiur  and  Maria's  marriage,  together  with  their  weddiof 
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ijring,  and  two  or  tliroe  notes  wfi'tten  by  Arthur,  in  Vhicli 
sll^e  addressed  Maria  as  his  wife.  In  a;  inoment'  the 
f»  diabolical  mind  of  M'Pherson  suggested  a  plot,  which 
5r  would  revenge  him  on  both  Maria  and  his  young  maister, 

I  and  enable  him  to  leave  Donegal,  which  he  would  be 
111  constrained  to  do.  He  proceeded  directly  home,  and 
il  going  by  a  private  way  to  his  own  room,  packed  up  all 
ji  those  valuables  lie  had  been  enabled  to  collect  during 
!t  his  service,  which,  besides  many  purloined,  and  lodged 
w  in  a  bank  in  Dublin,  amounted  to  a  very  considerable 
g  sum.  Having  done  this  he  took  horse  and  proceeded 
r,  directly  for  the  capital,  taking  with  him  the  casket  con  - 
(1  taining  the  proofs  of  Arthur's  marriage.  In  two  da}'s 
),  and  nights  he  reached  the  house  of  Sir  Neale,  to  whom 
e  he  introduced  himself  in  the  most  abrupt  manner,  apolo- 

•  gising  for  his  presence,  by  saying  that  nothing  but  his 
li  regard  for  the  family  of  the  O'Donnells  could  induco 
IS  him  to  coitie  in  person  so  great  a  distance.  Without 

further  circumlocution  he  then  placed  in  the  hands  of 
Sir  Neale  the  casket  which  he  had  brought  with  him^ 
I-     Sir  Neale  looked  with  astonishment  at  M'Pherson. 

II  then  at  the  casket.  What,"  said  he,  **  am  I  to  under- 
(i  gta-nd  from  this?"       Open  yo  the  casket,"  replied 

•  M'Pherson,  **and  you  will  be  informed."  Sir  Neale 
3  opened  the  casket,  and  took  from  it  the  papers  it  con- 
?  tained.  The  first  of  those  that  he  ez^imined  waJ?  a  short 
'.  note  from  Arthur  to  Maria,,  couched  in  ihe  follo^V^^ing 
^  terms :        ■  '  y.  >o..;.'>  . 

.       -  DeARKST  MARIAi.^'^^- '  i^tii^J^H  .W:' 

**  The  moments  seem  ages  until  I  can  again 
j  jyress  to  my  heart  my  ever-adored  wife.    A  few  hour^ 

•  and  I  shall  be  with  you.  Oh!  Maria,  you  know  not 
i.  how  I  love  yon.  Scarcely  can  l  oxist  but  hi  your  pre- 
t ;  scfti^e.  I  send  this  by  Henry,  lest  you  should  think  the 
i  tihie  long  oj-e  1  vi>it  the  cottage. 

Adieu, 


After  hi^  passion,  wa^,  over,  Ue  dii«jrod  M*rRii^*'s©iir-^ 
give,  liim  ai^'|ccpfimt  q£  the  loiixuipiii^ce^  :9r,b^  j^ijj 

:    -  i  \f.^M    'TTir./  h^il   -  'l, 

M'FliersQn  reaculj  cqn^pli^^  r9f::itmg  j^HjtJ^  iapts^-iP 
the  progf essiVe  pia-'^sioiis.  'pf.^rtjj^'  ?iij4  i^fi^rja, whif^h  cai^; 
to  his  kiiowledge,^  m§  ^PAiclud^j^'by  ^seiTii^g,rtl^at,  a, 
the  parties  had  teea  manu^^'Aj.  aj^JC^ 
Priest,  thej  mighty  be  parjiqcl,  agjuuqt^Jbp  o^qt  h^iji^ 
deemed  legal  acjcoxfiiuo'  to/th^  laws/i^^  tjie.^^ijqta^^^ 

Chureh.  :     -r,'.^  c.  .    .  .-[r,n.;   i.r:.hu:0  It. 

Sir  Neale  listou.ed  to  the.  jpa^d^uiflg.taj^^  dr^^ 
ful  sensatioi^3,  ^ud  on  its  terminj^tipUfJ^is  rag;©;  ^m^-^ii^  j,. 
bounds...  lie  cursed .  Uimselfi  ixis  wifej  liis  scu;^  ^'Ui  ifej  ^ 
wo^id,  and  seizing  ])iI'Pherso^ri,  by  th^  thrpp,t  iiearf^ 
strarigled  him,  abse.rviug,  that  if  he  hg-d^^paj&  his  d^tj^,  ]^ 
transmitting  an  accoui^t ,  pf  the  ft^fc  ij^terview  between 
Arthur  and,  Maria  wi  the  sj^mm^er-l^Quse,  ^11  i^ighi  ha^i 
been  well.  Yv' hat  do  X.^jaj  Qoi^i^u^d  h(&^,^v,a^,i  sh^ 
be  well  if  I  wa>sh  f|;piii^  tlxj^  £kce  of  the  e^rtU^  ^^  th^Li'  o^y^ 
gore,  all  those,  who  tiaye  thus  epnspired  to  suUj.^U^ilvo^ 
of  the  OT)onueils."  He  then  r^j^g^tV^i^i^plVD^^crfdldii 
post:carriage,  and  drove  toward^  Doneg^ji, 

Arthur  ^Y^^  a  shqrt  distanf?^?  from  tow^pij^^^fr|^^\ 
but  returning  tliQ  next  dAj>!  h(^,.4eaifi>t,,the  j.^i:ifi,Y^ 
jM'  Pherson,  and  the  sudden  depaift^re  pf  his  fathear.  ,4fi 
first  he  was  alarmed  Ie3t'anj^l^4rfen- illness  qf  jais  r^v^i'^ 
mother  had  caused  hig  fath|j%^^fabj.;upt.lj  ^9  lei^^a  itowiji 
but  then  he  conceived,  if  tliat  was  the  case,  some  ii^f^^ 
mation  on  the  subject  would  have  been  communicatee 
to  him.    Hacked  with  uncertainty,  ,)^prien49Pry'^^^^ 
find  M '  Pherson,  bi\t  hi^,  searcl;ie3  wcjre  vaip.    liis  anxietj 
was  Jiowevcr  terminated, by  tl]e  arrival  of,  a,$hort  lett^ 
from  his  . laitlifui^Qi'vanti  ilenry  lyi'Guire,  to  ^ykQinsaloui 
ho  entrusted  the:  seer et  pf  Tusi^uuxi%^e  Maria, 
to  whtK?e,  special  care  he  rrecomi^|eiided  her  when  he 
<|uitted  Donegal,  charging  hiu^     watch  ,  over  her  w^tji 
the  eye  of  a  protector,  ■ 


My  OFGr-rospectcd  vJii^OrStor,  |.  have  only  tiiiio  to  cxl^oitt 
*''ju  to  pj'QCOod  hitUer  wit.lmijt-  delay.  ,  ;TLiq  yillaMi 
^lr*rimiwu  After  the  most  diaboli/i^al  atitoinpt  ]t[<>  forpe 

youH^  «j^istr€ss  to-rUis  odious,  ,j)^rpo.'r§s,^;iii  yfjii<;k 
'i^Rs  bappily  pro  vented,  by  \mJatliGii^.ha^giii^ 
"llid  iufprmeci  Sij;  Nealo  of  your  pi^irrisigc,  w^io  Ikis  a^- 
^  Vjcd  here  in  tlie  .mosjb  dr^a^ful  >pas«ion;  lie  lias  locked 
mother  in  tdie  vault  ibelow  ^he  left  wing,  ^nd  yom- 
^•^ar  unfortunate  wife,  wlio  was  on  a  visit  to  lier,  he  hf^s 
^^  eated  with  unparalleled  brutality,:  tur^iiug  her  out  -of 
J*  >ors  in -a  rainy  night,  and  even  ^striking  her  son>e  sevens 
'J Lows  in  the  1  leat  of  his  anger.  My.  ,poor  iady  is-now  at 
^Hurphy's  cabin  CTtremely  ill,  attended  by  her  unhappy 
Hther,  whose  cottage  was  burn^ed  down  last, night.  Coiw 

swift  ds  you^'an,  a^  I  fear  my  young  m»i;&tre§s  is jn 
l|reat  danger,  f^|i4  jHif'es  contino^ally  r  of  you,  .  ^^ri^p-s^. 
*|;:  .  .      .         ■  ;  '^rfj  ,ry0VU:.vdpjl^^C^  v-^  " 

When  4i;thur  had  received  this  agonising  letter  he 
i lad  jiist  returned  from  friding.  His  agitation  for  som(3 
jne  was  xcvy  great.  At  length  he  rang  for  ,  a  serva^^ 
*(  horn  he  des;ired  to  get  his  horse  to  the  door  in  a  momen^, 
^  (iid  to  fix  the  travelling  holsters  with  a  brace  of  loaded 
If  ijStols  to  the  saddle^  a,s  ha: was  going  a  long  journey. 

.^Vhile  the  unhappy  Arthur  is  winging  his  speed  to  the 
^' ou^e  ,pf  his  forefathers,  we  will  ri^urn  to  Sir  Ncale  w.ht>> 
^  rrived  at  his  estate  on  the;  afternoon  of  the  third  day, 
nioated  with  contending  passions  of  ^injured  pride  and 
i  iveterate  hatred  towf^rds^  all  whf>  he  conceived  were 
I  rivy  to  the  conduct  of  his  son.  A  nwigst  othevs  inchid- 
'  d  in  the  curses  he  was  incessantly  venting,  his  aniiabk' 
'  /ifo  was  foremost.  To  her  he  attributed  much  of  hh 
'i  Lq)poscd  dishonour,  aftd  on  her  innocent  hcfjd  he  deter- 
|iined  to  tab)  the  west  signal  revenge.  Oa  his  en- 
uring tho  hall  of  the  chateau,  the  fir&t  person      nn  t 
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with  was  kidj  O'Donnell,  slie  was  leaning  6n  tlie  ^arftl 
^aria,  who  was  spending  a  few  days  with  her  ado'  ^ 
1:>enefactress.    AVithout  si  momenl's  hesitation  he  s<?l 
'the  unfo^rtWiate  Maria  by  the  hai'r,  dragged  hf^r  rdt  ^ 
the  hall,  kicked  her  with  the  most  execrable  brutality^  i'  ^ , 
acted  like  a  mad  «ian.    His  wretched  victim  soon  ^ 
•came  senseless,  and  oxi  hAj  O'Donnoirs  flying  to  ! 
;assistance  he  dashed  lier  from  him  with  hcMTible  € 
•crations,  and  then  fastening  on  his  terrifie^l  wife,  \ 
could  only  ascribe  ihh  husband's  conduct  to  madu'  ^ 
he  drew  her  towards  a  tmp-door,  which  led  to 
cfellars  beneath  the  house,  and  opening  it,  threw  her  do:  ' 
the  stairs,  ahd  then  following,  lifted  het  lifeless  b< 
from -the  dark;  ground,  and  deposited  it  witliin  a  c 
Having  done  this,  he  returned  to  the  hall  at  tlie  mom  ,  ^ 
when  the  exhausted  Maria  was  returning  to  a  scp.se 
lier  wretchedness.  Perceiving  her  rise  from  the  cold  fi  j,^ 
lie  again  ran  to  h<ir,  and  •with  reftnemerit  of  cruelty^ 
tlirew  her  out  on  the  gravel  walk  in  the  midst  of  a  he?  , 
shower  of  rain,  and  shut  the  door  with  a  thundering  cl  * 

The  worthy  Captain  Farrell  was  entertaining  a  1  , 
friends  at  the  cottage.   In  tlie  midst  of  their  convivial  ^ 
a  knock  at  the  door  disturbed  them.    Captain  Fan  . 
arose  and  opened  it  ;  but,  oh  God!  who  can  describe  i  ^ 
horror  of  his  feelings,  when  his  lovely  Maria  fell  into 
arms  drenched  with  rain  and  void  of  all  sense.    She  y 
seized  with  the  most  dreadful  fits,  which  quickly  s\ 
<?eeded  each  other.    Her  agonised  parent  can'ied  1 
to  her  apartment,  ^^lere  she  continued  in  the  mi 
inelanchol}^  state,  and  at  length  the  premature  birth 
a  child  unfolded  her  unhappy  secret,  and  gave  to  i 
lieart  of  Farrell  a  pang  of  which  he  never  got  the  bett 

Towards  the  close  of  the  evening  the  shrieks  of  i 
f^ervant  girl  attracted  the  attention  of  Farrell,  he  ran 
ascertain  the  cause,  and  was  soon  woefully  convince 

his  eminent  danger.  The  outhouses  were  all  in  c 
mass  of  fiatne.  Swift  ais  his  enfeebled  limbs  wouM  p 
r^^it  did  he  fly  to  the  chamber  of  his  daughter,  a 
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|"[lrmppin^^  nor  In  a  covcvlid  ho  carried  her  out  upon  the 
IjlawTi.  'i'hcre  did  he  return  tlianks  to  God  for  her 
jscape.  The  popple  of  the  village  alarmed  at  the  sight, 
rushed  to  tlio  liill  to  givo  them  assistance,  and  amongst 
the  forcinost  came  Murphy.  To  see  the  situation  of 
Maria  was  enough  for  him  ;  ho  hastily  conveyed  her  to 
(lis  humble  cabin,  where  he  consigned  her  to  the  care 
jf  his  wife. 

Scarcely  was  a  letter  sent  off  to  Arthur  when  the 
ingel  of  death  threw  the  shadow  of  his  wings  over  the 
abin  of  Murphy,  and  the  eyes  of  the  gentle,  the  mur- 
JJ^iered  Maria,  were  closed  in  eternal  darkness. 
,   When  Farreirs  grief  was  somewhat  abated  ho  arose 
from  the  bed  and  exclaimed,  *'  Farewell,  my  Maria, 
,  ^hou  that  wert  the  solace  of  my  age,  farewell ! 
Ijl   On  the  third  morning  after  the  decease  of  the  angelic 
Maria,  the  villager?  were  assembled  on  the  green  op- 
posite poor  Murphy's  cabin,  and  on  their  faces  dwelt 
the  sentiments  of  pity  and  regret.    In  the  bold- room  of 
the  cabin  was  placed  the  coffin  of  Maria,  and  beside  it 
bieit  the  unfortunate  Farrcll.    Tt  was  then  carried  out 
ipon  the  green,  where  half  a  dozen  young  women 
ilressed  in  black  supported  it,  whilst  as  many  more 
vyalked  two  and  two  before,  and  the  like  number  behind. 

They  entered  the  church,  and  the  ceremony  com- 
menced.    A  calm  resignation  was  apparent  in  the 
countenance  of  Farrcll.    The  service  had  proceeded,^ 
:onsiderablo  way,  and  the  corpse  was  made  ready'  to 
fpe  laid  in  the  earth,  when  suddenly  the  folden  doors  of 
the  church  flew  open,  and  a  young,  man  rushed  vehe- 
tnently  in,  exclaiming,    Where  is  my  Maria?  I  will  see 
her  onco  more  I  I  come  to  die  with  thee  my  love ! 
"jStond  off  ye  inhimian  wretches  and  give  me  way  I"  He 
then  broke  th.rougJi  the  crowd,  and  seeing  the  coffin 
started  some  paces  backward?.       Help  me,  she  is  mur- 
^•dercd!  my  gentle  love  is  murdered  I''     Ho  became 
F'specchlcsg  with  agony.    It  wai;  with  the  utmost  difficulty 
I'^ho  was  torn  from  it;  but  at  Irn^rtli  havius"  liborated 
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himself  lio  paused  a  moment,  and  muttering,  "  I  wi 
'tis  fit  it  should  be  so,'*  and  darting  furiously  thrOfi| 
the  aisle,  disappeared.  Ho  again  enteved  dragging' 
Sir  Neale  O'Doniiell.  *'  Comc' on?  tllt)U  wretcSied  atilli 
of  111 j  "being,— come  see  the  derastatidu  t^h'ou 
ma(ld  P;*  aiid  compctling  liim  to  app'rdach  th(>  eofM 

Look,"  he  "said,  see  where  she  bleeds  beneath' t) 
ruthless  ariTi !  Oh 'mj  deserted  love  1  seest  thou  d 
liow  she  supplicates  thy  mercy!  Perdition  !  but  1  W' 
be  atengod'! ' '  Sayhig  tli is  he  rushed  ft-qiii  th^  ehur( 
in  a  paroxysniL  of  fury.  Sir  Neale  in  the  Mekntime  % 
caiiie  the  -  very  pi  cture  of  b  orro^;  and  ill s  '  teetii  ^tril^ 
eath  other  ^vith  dreadfUl  violimee.  IPf  iook^ll/st  iIJm 
the' eofiin,  then  upon  Farrell,' and  at  leii^H  ut^rea  1 
audible  curse  on  all  around  him.         ''^  ^'  '    '  "  *  ''^"^ 

Scarcely  had  lie  time  to  repeat  his  medHation  whi 
again  his  infuriated  son  rushed  forward  wMi  tbe  rapidi 
of  the  \Yind,  holdiiig  in  each  han^  a  hS^ae-pistdf.  ^  1^1 
tiien,"  ho  roared,  ^'Maria,/!  coiT6ie,'  an(i  in  my  tr^ 
follows^  that  monster  to  whicb  your  wrongs  and  li 
miseries  are  attributable.  '  Now  pride,  "vyTifero  is  tl 
triumph?  now  virtue,  where  is  thy  reward?'"  At  tK 
instant  he  aimed  tbe  deadly  weapon' at  the  heait  of  S| 
Keale,  who  in  the  next  moment  was  no  more !  murd^i^ 
by  the  hand  of  his  only  son !  In  the  same  instant  fi 
dreadful  parricide  discharged  the  other  pistol  at  his  ovi 
liead  ;  but  by  the  interposition  of  a  friendly  arm,  t! 
barrel  of  the  pistol  was  raised  beyond  its  deadly  lev( 
and  the  wretched  Arthur  had  not  for  that  time  the  fo 
ein  of  suicide  to  add  to  that  of  the  murder  of  the  stutfi 
of  his  behig.  ,       * ' ' 

During  this  agonising  scene,  all  arburid  ts^er©  Cdr 
pleteiy  spell  bound  ;  not  a  word  escaped  their  lips,  li 
k  motion  denoted  tiieir  existence  ;  but  tlie  moment  $ 
Keale  bit  his  parent  dust  tlieir  senses  retui'iicd,  ai 
with  them  a  conviction  of  their  own  culpability  in  n 
having  interposed  their  endeayouf  to  prevent  the  cata 
trojpli^  they  had  wilnes^ed.    With  one  accord  thoj 
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i  izfd  the  frantic  Arthiu*,  and  with  the  utmost  difficulty 
nfl  'agged  liira  from  the  church  to  the  house  of  the  clergy- 
y]  an  of  thq  parish,  where  he  was  boui)d  vrith  cords,  and 
{in  accd  in  a  dark  room  in  "the  iippcr  story,  until  such 
1:8!  [lie  as  measures  should  be  taken  for  a  ;l§^al  iiivestig^ 
I  on  of  the  case. 

til  In  the  morning  the  door  was  gently  opened  hy  one 
mi  the  guards,  but  what  was»his  astonishment  to  find  his 
!?ii'isoner  flown.  An  alarm  was  immediately  given,  but 
irc )  traces  of  him  were  to  be  found,  and  whether  he  was 
i(  ive  or  dead  was  Equally  uncertain. 
iR  No  sooner  had  the  events  we  have  already  recited 

ken  place  in  "Donegal,  tlian  the  news  flew  to  Dul)iin, 
a  [leve  the  absence  of  Sir  Neale  had  been  generally  ob- 

rved.  Amongst  otliers  who  received  this  intelligence 
If  I  til  satisfaction,  M'Pherson  was  foremost.  Nothing 
It  uld  be  more  grateful  to  his  tre^clierous  heart,  as  all 
^o  iar  of  a  discovery  of  his  own  nefarious  practices  wrh 
rai  )w  at  an  end. 

K  The  impending  hand  of  fate,  however,  Imng  over  th.e 
tijjvoted  Arthur,  and  the  all-seeing  eye  of  Providence 
tiii  dained  that  a  parricide  should  not  thus. calmly  escape 
S  £j  punishment  his  crime  so  ricldy  deserved.  Every 
.fight  while  lying  otr  St  Georges  <piay  on  the  River 
tl  ifley,  Arthur  used  to  steal  ashore,  armed  with  a  })()ig- 
01  U'd  ;  and  from  his  contiguity  to  Sackville  Street,  ho 
tl  variably  directed  his  steps  to  that  s])nt,  in  the  h^pe 
,y{ '  meeting  the  villain  M^Pherson.  While  watching 
foi  }foro  the  door,  he  heard  a  person  ask  for  Sir  M*Pher- 
tlijU,  and  receive  for  answer  from  thQ  servant,  that  lie 
■IS  out,  but  would  return  before  one.  Tiiis  wns  sufh- 
ojipnt  fur  Artliur,  aiid  ere  the  morning  dawned  M'Pher- 
ni  'm  was  no  more.  In  the  guilty  confusion  of  the  mo- 
ji  cut  instead  of  returning  to  the  vesscih  Arthur  flew 
jiilwards  the  country,  and  here  again  the  finger  of  fate 
m  cmed  to  guide  him  to  his  destruction. 

murder  of  M'Plierson  v/as  soon  discovered  by 
of  mo  passengers,  who  noticed  liim  lying  on  tlio  stopi, 
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and  gave  the  alarm.  An  enquiry  was  then  made  if  |j 
suspicious  character  was  seen  about  the  house,  whe^ 
watchman  said,  he  had  observed  a  man  dresvsed  ij 
countryman's  garb,  looking  about  for  several  nights  1 
fore.  The  hue  and  cry  being  raised,  a  person  was  i 
tected  going  on  board  an  American  ves.^el,  his  clotl 
much  stained  with  blood,  and  a  poignard  in  his  pocl* 
It  is  needless  to  say  this  was  the  guilty  Artlmr. 
was  taken  before  a  magistrate,  to  whom  he  confes: 
his  rank  and  criminality.  At  first  it  was  supposed 
his  friends,  that,  upon  an  investigation  of  the  charg 
it  wouhl  be  found  they  arose  from  insanity.  This  si 
position  was  contravened  by  Arthur  himself,  who  c< 
fessed  his  iniquities,  and  gloried  in  the  murder 
M'Pherson.  The  sessions  of  oyer  terminer  being  tL 
sitting,  he  was  taken  thither  the  next  day,  and  arrait 
ed  for  the  murder  of  his  father  and  M*Pherson,  to  wly 
charges  he  pleaded  gifilty.  The  Recorder  began 
last  awful  duty  in  pronouncing  the  sentence  of  tlic  la 
when  the  court  was  struck  with  horror,  by  a  scene 
tlie  most  heart-rending  nature  which  was  exhibited. 

The  dock  in  whicli  the  prisoner  stood  was  surrour 
ed  by  sharp  iron  pikes  to  prevent  the  escape  of  indi 
duals.  Within  this  stood  Arthur  patiently  listening 
the  pathetic  address  of  the  judge  ;  the  attention  of  i 
court  was  fixed  upon  him,  and  all  «were  astonished 
the  composure  with  which  he  listened  to  his  doo 
Suddenly  the  eyes  of  Arthur  assumed  a  wildness,  tl 
at  once  evinced  the  agitation  of  his  mind,  and  in  an', 
.^tant  he  dashed  his  temples  against  the  surroundi 
pikes,  two  of  which  penetrated  his  skull,  and  terminal 
liis  unhappy  existence !  Thus  ended  the  pride  I— t 
glory  ! — and  the  misfortunes  of  the  O'Donnells  I 

The  worthy  Captain  Farrell  did  udt  long  survive  \ 
death  of  his  Maria ;  he  died  universally  lamented,  a 
was  followed  by  the  benedictions  of  all  who  knew  hin 
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